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EAB strategy update
An update to the GRCA’s EAB strategy was

presented to the GRCA board in July, and Emerald
Ash Borer is expected to cost the GRCA $5.8
million over the next nine years.

Most of this expense is to remove dead and
dying ash trees that pose a hazard to people who
use GRCA land for recreation.

The ash borer insect is deadly to ash trees and is
expected to kill all untreated ash trees in the
watershed. EAB is confirmed throughout the
Grand River watershed, with the exception of
Luther Marsh, where it has not yet been found in
monitoring traps. 

In total, 176 ash trees on 19 GRCA properties
have received an expensive treatment. It is hoped
that most of these trees will survive the outbreak.

By February 2016, 2,000 ash trees had already
been removed, with most removals taking place at
Byng Island and Elora Gorge.  Plans are underway
to manage all areas where infested trees are a
hazard. 

The 2016 EAB budget of $430,000 covers
detection and risk assessment ($25,000), hazard
tree management ($340,000), ash tree treatment
($15,000), replacement planting ($30,000) and
public outreach ($20,000). Strategy, monitoring,
assessment and revision is covered through
existing budgets. Most of the funding in 2016 will
come from the GRCA reserves.

GRCA hazard tree strategy
The GRCA has implemented a new tree risk

management strategy, which is an update to a plan
created 10 years ago.

The 20-page plan outlines a methodology for
assessing and dealing with tree risk. It involves
risk assessment based on the level of risk posed by
individual trees. 

The plan also outlines risk ratings for each
property, tree risk rating zones and individual tree
hazard assessment criteria. Tree hazard
inspections and assessments are carried out by a

number of GRCA staff, in order to identify and
mitigate tree hazards.

Several GRCA departments play a role in land
management and also managing tree risk on
GRCA properties throughout the watershed. 

Whitemans and McKenzie
creeks at Level 2

On July 21, water users in parts of Brant,
Oxford, Norfolk, Six Nations, New Credit and
Haldimand were asked to reduce their
consumption by 20 per cent, because of continued
dry conditions.

Whitemans Creek has been in a Level 2
condition since Thursday, July 7 and McKenzie
Creek has also been moved to a Level 2. The rest
of the Grand River watershed remains in a Level 1
condition.

The request comes from the Grand River Low
Water Response Team, which has noted that water
levels in the McKenzie and Whitemans creek
subwatersheds have dropped to below half of the
average summer flow. 

In addition, the Ministry of Natural Resources
and Forestry is asking anglers to refrain from
fishing in Whitemans Creek, which is an
important trout habitat. Low water levels and
warm water temperatures can put the fish
population under stress, which can be
compounded by fishing.

Grand reservoirs provide
up to 95 per cent of flows 

While the watershed received some much-
needed rain during July, showers have been
scattered and mostly in the central part of the
watershed.

The soil is very dry and the rain that fell
absorbed quickly or ran off in the urban areas. 

Flows are being maintained in the Grand and
Speed rivers using discharge from the large
reservoirs. At Doon in south Kitchener, 95 per
cent of the water in the Grand River is from the
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reservoirs and at Galt it is 60 per cent, while
half the river water at Brantford is from the
reservoirs. During the summer, discharges
from the reservoirs help maintain flows for
water supply, aquatic habitat and water
quality.  

Fire restrictions in place
at Grand River Parks

Due to very dry conditions, fire
restrictions were in place at most Grand
River Parks in starting in early July.

The fire restrictions have been imposed by
municipalities in the Grand River watershed.
Specific details are listed on each park's
webpage on www.grandriverparks.ca and
these restrictions are being updated as
conditions change.

In addition, a total open burning ban was
in place at Guelph Lake Park during Hillside
Festival, July 21 to 25, due to the dry
conditions. The only exception to this was
the sacred fire at the Aboriginal Circle which
was in place throughout the weekend. 

Take newsletter survey
As part of the GRCA’s commitment to

open communication, the effectiveness of
our three newsletters is being reviewed.

We are asking people to complete a brief
online survey at http://svy.mk/2a0TbHo.
The three newsletters are:

•   GRCA Current, a monthly digest 

•   Grand Actions, an eight-page, 
bi-monthly newsletter distributed both
electronically and in print format. 

•    The Grand, a tabloid-sized newsletter
produced annually and distributed to 
more than 200,000 homes in the Grand
River watershed by local newspapers.

More information can be found on
www.grandriver.ca/newsletters.

Olympic rowers trained
at Guelph Lake Park

The Canadian Olympic Men’s Rowing
Team returned to Guelph Lake for a training
camp this summer before leaving to compete
at the Rio 2016 Olympic Games.

The team was at Guelph Lake Park from
July 21 to Aug. 1, practicing three or more

Day campers in Cambridge got a few lessons in nature from the Mill Creek Rangers on July
19 in Soper Park. The rangers are high school students who spend the summer making
improvements to Mill Creek, which flows through Puslinch Township and into the the Grand
River in Galt.

times a day. They were making final
preparations for the Olympics in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, Aug. 6 to 13. 

This training camp was hosted by the
Guelph Rowing Club, which has its home
base at Guelph Lake.

New canoeing program
The canoe is an iconic Canadian symbol

and the GRCA has dipped a paddle into new
waters by offering an evening canoeing
program.

The first of these programs was July 12 at
Laurel Creek Park and it was so successful
that it will be offered again  on Tuesday, Aug.
9 and Monday, Aug. 22. It allows people to
spend a couple of hours on the water
learning some basic paddling.

Farmers urge others
to try cover crops

Local producers who have tried cover
crops are urging others to give them a try,
too.

The GRCA’s Rural Water Quality Program
(RWQP) offered an incentive payment this
spring to farmers for overwintering cover
crops in Waterloo Region and Brant and
Wellington counties. Over 100 producers in

Waterloo and Wellington received the cover
crop incentive during the last three years. In
Brant County, 16 producers received the
incentive payment this past spring. 

Cover crop program applications can be
submitted now for payment in spring 2017.
The GRCA administers the program and
most funds come from municipal
governments. More information is available
on the GRCA website or by contacting the
GRCA at 519-621-2761.
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