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August rainstorms
Big storms began to bring heavy rains to the

watershed about 10 days into August, but this did
not compensate for the dry weather over previous
months. 

Two months of rain fell during the latter part of
August. This started with a system of
thunderstorms Aug. 11 that brought more than
one month of rain to most of the watershed over
six days, including another major downpour on
Aug. 20. Stormy weather on Aug. 25 brought more
rain, including 92 mm within two hours near the
GRCA’s head office in Cambridge.

Temperatures have been higher than usual with
many 25C to 30C days during August. The August
mean monthly temperature was about 3C above
average for this time of year.

While as much as 90 per cent of the flow in the
Grand River at Doon had come from the
reservoirs at one point in August, this decreased to
42 per cent after the heavy rains.

Reservoir levels remain low. However, this year
is similar to 2012, which was also dry, and the
reservoirs will help augment river flows through
the fall.

Level 2 low water response
despite heavy rains

The push for stronger water conservation
measures was expanded to take in the entire
Grand River watershed on Aug. 11 and remains in
place.

The watershed remains in a Level 2 condition
under the Ontario Low Water Response program.
This means that water users on both municipal
and private water supplies are asked to voluntarily
reduce consumption by 20 per cent. Until Aug. 11,
a Level 2 condition applied only in the Whitemans
and McKenzie Creek subwatersheds. 

Dry conditions over the past few months mean
that the large reservoirs are generally at the
bottom of the operating range for this time of year.
Dry weather has made the ground hard, and rain
can’t seep in as it normally would. Short bursts of

very intense rainfall have led to runoff into
streams and rivers. This kind of rainfall doesn’t
alleviate dry conditions the way that a slow steady
rain does. During hot weather, moisture
evaporates more quickly, also leading to the
current dry conditions.

Algae warnings at
Conestogo and Belwood

Warning signs advising people to be cautious
around the water due to health risks associated
with blue-green algae went up on Aug. 29 at
Conestogo Lake and were up Aug. 12 to 19 at
Belwood Lake.

The blue-green algae are the source of
microcystin, a toxin that is released by blue-green
algae as they die. This toxin can cause skin rashes
after contact or illness after being ingested by
people or animals. 

Algae blooms are a natural phenomenon. They
tend to occur during hot dry weather, and are
more common during late summer and early fall.
When the algae die, the toxin is released into the
water, where it naturally breaks down in about five
to seven days. 

Algae feed on phosphorous, a chemical found
naturally in soil as well as in manure, fertilizers
and human waste.

Two-zone mapping
for Elora

Draft two-zone floodplain mapping for Elora
will be released for public review. 

Elora is within the Township of Centre
Wellington, which asked that the two-zone
floodplain policy be considered for part of Elora.
The mapping for this was recently completed. A
similar policy and mapping was completed for
part of Fergus in 2008. 

A two-zone area identifies low risk areas within
the floodplain where development would not
normally be permitted. However, it allows
redevelopment with restrictions to manage the
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risk to people and property from floods.
Two-zone areas  have been put in place for
some communities that developed along
waterways before current planning
regulations were in place.

Centre Wellington will be initiating an
Official Plan and Zoning Bylaw amendment
with public consultation before finalizing the
changes.

Chicopee 20-year licence
The GRCA is entering a 20-year licence

agreement with Chicopee Ski Club. 

An earlier 20-year lease that was signed in
1997 is about to expire, and this new
agreementhas been negotiated with the club.
The updated licence with the club keeps the
original conditions with some minor
modifications. The agreement is related to
use of 168 acres of land for a multi-season
recreational facility. 

Niska Road property
A  Woodbridge company, Delsan AIM, has

been awarded a tender valued at $106,000 to
demolish six buildings and related fencing,
pens and debris on the GRCA’s Niska Road
property on the west side of Guelph. 

This property had previously been
occupied by the Kortright Waterfowl Park
for many years. A seventh building on the
property is not part of this contract, but it
will also be removed. Removal of the
buildings is expected to be completed by the
end of October.

Conservation
Authorities Act Review 

The GRCA supports Conservation
Ontario’s submission to the Conservation
Authorities Act Review.

In 2015 the provincial government
initiated a review of the Conservation
Authorities Act, which governs Ontario’s 36
conservation authorities. Last August the
GRCA provided detailed comments related
to governance, funding, roles and
responsibilities. 

This spring, the Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources and Forestry posted a
second discussion paper, which identified
priorities for moving forward with the
review. Multi-stakeholder engagement

sessions then took place until June. The
public and agencies can submit feedback by
Sept. 9 to determine the priorities and
improvements that can be made to the CA
Act.

Rockwood campground
sanitary servicing 

The GRCA has retained C.C.
Underground of Orillia to make changes to
the sanitary servicing of the campground at
Rockwood Park.  

The project will create a new sanitary
outlet that will connect directly to the
municipality’s Alma Street sanitary pumping
station.  It includes a trenchless crossing of
Highway 7. The work is scheduled to be
completed by April 2017. The construction
project is valued at approximately $154,000.

GRCA photo contest
gets a boost 

The GRCA’s 2016 photo contest received a
boost from Kitchener’s Centre In The
Square.

The overall grand prize winner will not
only receive a $500 gift certificate from a
local camera retailer, but also two sets of
tickets to hear four explorers, filmmakers
and photographers who are speaking as part
of a series. 

Photos can be submitted until Oct. 28.
There are also category prizes for recreation,
nature and panoramic photos.

In addition, a Grand River Parks
Membership is given away at the end of each
month in a random draw. Each
photographer who submits one or more
photos during the month is entered into this
draw. So far, there have been four winners —
Gary Curran of Guelph (May), Ron Rhodes
of Waterloo (June), Joseph McPhail of
Dundas (July) and Gabriela Ferrari of
Guelph (August).

The hot, dry summer may have led to Level 2 Dry Water Response across the watershed, but
it has  also been ideal weather to get out and beat the heat at Grand River Parks. Kids enjoyed
the splash pad at Elora Gorge during a visit to the park on Aug. 29.


