
The GRCA owns about 19,400 hectares (48,000) acres of
land in 430 parcels, representing about 2.8 per cent of the
land of the watershed. In total, there have been 696 indi-
vidual acquisitions.

The Property Department has a leading role in the pur-
chase, sale and management of much of the property.

Land acquisition started when the former Grand River
Conservation Commission began work on the Shand Dam,
which was completed in 1942. Over the years, land has
been acquired for several reasons:

� to build infrastructure such as dams and dikes

� to create recreational areas e.g. conservation areas, rail-
trails 

� to protect natural areas and habitat

Land acquisition methods
The GRCA has acquired land in a variety of ways.

� Purchase: The most common way is through a negoti-
ated agreement with the seller. In these cases, the
GRCA is like other buyer, using the services of real
estate agents, appraisers, etc.

� Donation: Some parcels of land have been donated to
the GRCA either by private landowners or by other
governments or agencies. Some municipalities have
donated wetlands and other natural areas they have
acquired by one means or another.

� Expropriation: In a small number of cases, land
required for dam, dike and other projects was expropri-
ated in accordance with provincial laws and regulations

Current land use
The current land holdings of the GRCA fit into five broad

categories:

� Land for infrastructure such as dikes and dams

� Active use conservation areas

� Rental properties under exclusive use agreements

� Natural areas

� Lands under municipal maintenance agreements
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Land for infrastructure
The GRCA holds land used for infrastructure projects

such as dikes and dams. That includes the seven major
dams and reservoirs which reduce flood damages and pro-
vide water for low flow augmentation. The GRCA and
municipalities own about 25 km of dikes protecting
Kitchener (Bridgeport), Cambridge (Galt) and Brantford.

Parks (Active use conservation areas)
The GRCA operates 11 Conservation Areas. They provide

a wide range of recreational opportunities such as camp-
ing, hiking, swimming, fishing and picnicking. Operating
costs of these parks are covered by admission and camping
fees. (More information is in the background briefing on
Conservation Areas.)

Rental properties
The GRCA will enter into agreements with individuals or

groups to use GRCA land. These agreements can take the
form of commercial leases, licence agreements or residen-
tial leases.
In many cases, these agreements involve land that was

originally acquired for a project such as a dike or dam. For
example, the GRCA might acquire a large parcel of rural
land for a reservoir project, but only need a portion of it for
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the project. Some of the remainder can be rented out.
Examples of rental properties:
� Cottage lots: Following construction of the Shand
Dam-Belwood Lake reservoir (1942) and Conestogo
dam and reservoir (1958), cottage lots were created
around them. There are 398 lots at Conestogo and 335
at Belwood. These lots are leased to tenants who build
their own cottages. These properties fall under the
Residential Tenancies Act, 2006.

� Residences: In some cases, residences were acquired
during acquisition of land for dam construction or
other projects. At present, about 45 residences are
available for rent. Given the cost of operating and
maintaining these properties, some may be sold in the
future.

� Agricultural properties: Similar to the residential
properties, the GRCA acquired these lands when build-
ing reservoirs. About 3,000 acres are rented to farmers
through about 65 leases. Some of these lands may be
retired in the future and restored as natural habitat.

� Service clubs and not-for-profit organizations: There
are 22 agreements to lease land to non-profit agencies
for activities consistent with the GRCA’s objectives such
as children’s camps and boating clubs on reservoirs. A
notable example is the Chicopee Ski Club, which oper-
ates a not-for-profit ski hill in Kitchener.

� Commercial leases: Land is leased for acceptable com-
mercial use at market rates, e.g. barns, billboards, com-
munication towers. There are about 30 commercial
leases.

Natural areas
Natural areas range from parcels of wetlands with no

public access, up to passive conservation areas open for a
variety of public uses. The GRCA owns about 12,000
hectares (29,000 acres) of natural land.
Notable natural areas include:
� The Luther Marsh Wildlife Management Area of about

6,000 (14,000 acres) hectares of land, reservoir (Luther
Lake), wetlands and woodlands.

�Wetlands and swamps such as the Keldon source area,
Beverly Swamp, Roseville Swamp and Dunnville Marsh

� 75 km of rail-trails including the Cambridge-Paris-
Brantford-Hamilton trails and the Elora-Cataract
Trailway

� Passive conservation areas such as Dumfries
(Cambridge), Starkey Hill (Guelph), Dickson
(Cambridge), Chesney (Drumbo), Taquanyah (Cayuga)

Land under maintenance agreement
About 1,400 acres of urban parkland is owned by the

GRCA but maintained by watershed municipalities, typical-
ly as part of their portfolio of parklands. Some of the land
was acquired for flood control purposes. In other cases,
land was acquired at the request of the municipality prior
to 1996 when the GRCA had access to provincial grants for
land acquisition. Notable examples include the Hanlon
Creek Conservation Area in Guelph, Scott Park in New
Hamburg and Stanley Park in Kitchener.
In Brantford, Cambridge and Kitchener the GRCA has

agreements with the municipalities to maintain GRCA-built
dikes.

Land Acquisition Policy
A Land Acquisition Policy approved in 2009 sets priorities

for acquisition candidates. Recent land acquisitions have
focused on protecting natural features in priority areas and
increasing existing landholdings to expand habitat areas.
Areas with the highest priority for land acquisition include
Keldon source area, Amaranth source area, Luther Marsh,
Roseville Swamp, Oakland Swamp, Beverly Swamp and the
Dunnville Marsh.

Land sales
The GRCA disposes of portions of properties, or entire

properties, when they are deemed to be surplus to the
needs of the authority. For example, a parcel of land
acquired for an infrastructure project may be severed and
the unneeded portion sold. In other cases, the GRCA may
acquire a large block of land in order to protect a part of it
that is environmentally significant, such as wetland or
floodplain, but may sell the remainder.
Land sales require the approval of the GRCA board and

usually the approval of the Ministry of Natural Resources.
Ministry rules also govern how the proceeds of the sale can
be used; generally, the money is put into a special reserve
account to be used to finance future land purchases. Land
sales can generate conflict with adjacent landowners.


